
Requirement 2A) :
On a map of your community or using an electronic device, locate and point out the following:
1) Chief government buildings such as your city hall, county courthouse,

and public works/services facilities
2) Fire station, police station, and hospital nearest your home
3) Parks, playgrounds, recreation areas, and trails
4) Historical or other points of interest

Using the Houston Destination Downtown map provided, locate the following landmarks. 
Write down the number of the destination from the map key, and indicate the closest intersection.
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With your parent’s or guardian’s permission, use Google Maps to locate the closest fire station, 
police station and hospital nearest to your home.

Fire Station #: _________________________________________________________________________________

Police Station: _________________________________________________________________________________

Hospital: _____________________________________________________________________________________

City Hall & City Hall Annex

Harris County Court Complex

Herbert W. Gee Municipal Court

Bob Casey Federal Court

Sam Houston Park

Market Square

Allen’s Landing

Sesquicentennial Park

Discovery Green

Tranquility Park

Heritage Society Museum

Houston Central Library

Minutemade Park

METRORail Line (choose one)

George R. Brown

Performance Venue (your choice)

Destination Key # Nearest Cross Streets







Requirement 2B) :

Chart the organization of your local or state government. Show the top offices and tell whether they are 
elected or appointed.

Fill in this City of Houston Government organization chart, and circle the positions that are elected:
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Houston has a _____________________________________________________________ form of government.

Houston has _______ (#) members of City Coucil.

Elections for Mayor & City Coucil are        Concurrent  or        Staggered? (check one)

In Houston, Municipal Judges are _____________________ by _____________________ and confirmed by

____________________________________ .

Administration
Regulatory Affairs Aviation City Secretary Convention &

Entertainment Finance Fire

Fleet
Management General Services Housing & Community

Development Emergency Center Health Department Information
Technology

Public Works Human Resources Legal Library Municipal Courts Neighborhoods

Office of
Business Opportunity

Parks &
Recreation

Planning &
Development Police Solid Waste

Management



Requirement 5) :

With the approval of your counselor and a parent, watch a movie that shows how the actions of one 
individual or group of individuals can have a positive effect on a community.

Discuss with your counselor what you learned from the movie about what it means to be a valuable and 
concerned member of the community.

WATCH one of these films (available on streaming platforms) to discuss in class with the group: 

WRITE the name of the film you watched here:

COME PREPARED to discuss what you learned from the movie:

• What does it mean to be a valuable member of the community?
• Be able to give examples from the movie about how the actions of an individual or group benefitted

their community and had positive impact.
• Consider the challenges they faced and how they responded to them.

MAKE NOTES to have talking points prepared and ready to share:
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42 (2013)
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (2019)
Dunkirk (2017)
Follow Me Boys (1966)
Hidden Figures (2016)

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)
Pay it Forward (2000)
Wonder (2017)
Zootopia (2016)



Requirement 7) :

A) Identify three charitable organizations outside of Scouting that interest you and bring people in your
community together to work for the good of your community.

B) Using a variety of resources (including newspapers, fliers and other literature, the Internet, volunteers,
and employees of the organization), find out more about ONE of the organizations. Explain what you find.

C) While working on this merit badge, volunteer at least eight hours of your time for the organization.
After your volunteer experience is over, discuss what you have learned with your counselor.
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Date(s) Volunteered Hours What you did



Citizenship in the Community
Merit Badge Workbook

This workbook can help you but you still need to read the merit badge pamphlet.
This Workbook can help you organize your thoughts as you prepare to meet with your merit badge counselor.

You still must satisfy your counselor that you can demonstrate each skill and have learned the information.
You should use the work space provided for each requirement to keep track of which requirements have been completed,

and to make notes for discussing the item with your counselor, not for providing full and complete answers.
If a requirement says that you must take an action using words such as "discuss", "show",

"tell", "explain", "demonstrate", "identify", etc, that is what you must do.

Merit Badge Counselors may not require the use of this or any similar workbooks.
No one may add or subtract from the official requirements found in Scouts BSA Requirements (Pub.  33216 – SKU 653801).

The requirements were last issued or revised in 2016     •     This workbook was updated in July 2020.

Scout’s Name: __________________________________________   Unit: __________________________________________
Counselor’s Name: ____________________  Phone No.: _______________________  Email:  _________________________

http://www.USScouts.Org     •     http://www.MeritBadge.Org
Please submit errors, omissions, comments or suggestions about this workbook to: Workbooks@USScouts.Org

Comments or suggestions for changes to the requirements for the merit badge should be sent to: Merit.Badge@Scouting.Org
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____

1. Discuss with your counselor what citizenship in the community means and what it takes to be a good citizen in your
community.

Discuss the rights, duties, and obligations of citizenship, and explain how you can demonstrate good citizenship in your
community, Scouting unit, place of worship, or school.

Rights:

Duties:
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This workbook may be reproduced and used locally by Scouts and Scouters for purposes consistent with the programs of the Boy
Scouts of America (BSA), the World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM) or other Scouting and Guiding Organizations.

However it may NOT be used or reproduced for electronic redistribution or for commercial or other non-Scouting purposes without
the express permission of the U. S. Scouting Service Project, Inc. (USSSP).



Citizenship in the Community Scout's Name: ____ ____ ________ _____

Obligations:

Explain how you can demonstrate good citizenship in your community, Scouting unit, place of worship, or school.:
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Citizenship in the Community Scout's Name: ____ ____ ________ _____

3. Do the following:
c a. Attend a meeting of your city, town, or county council or school board; OR a municipal; county, or state court

session.
(Identify the meeting or
session attended):

b. Choose one of the issues discussed at the meeting where a difference of opinions was expressed, and explain to
your counselor why you agree with one opinion more than you do another one.

Issue:

Explanation:

4. Choose an issue that is important to the citizens of your community, then do the following:

Issue:
a. Find out which branch of local

government is responsible for this issue.

b. c With your counselor’s and a parent’s approval, interview one person from the branch of government you identified in
requirement 4a. Ask what is being done about this issue and how young people can help.
Who was interviewed?
What is being done?

How can young people
help?
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Citizenship in the Community Scout's Name: ____ ____ ________ _____

c. c Share what you have learned with your counselor.
 c 

6. List some of the services (such as the library, recreation center, public transportation, and public safety) your community
provides that are funded by taxpayers.

Service Tell your counselor why these services are important to your community.
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Citizenship in the Community Scout's Name: ___________ ____________

 

 

8. c Develop a public presentation (such as a video, slide show, speech, digital presentation, or photo exhibit) about important and
unique aspects of your community.  Include information about the history, cultures, and ethnic groups of your community; its
best features and popular places where people gather; and the challenges it faces.

c Stage your presentation in front of your merit badge counselor or a group, such as your patrol or a class at school.

Cit
When working on merit badges, Scouts and Scouters should be aware of some vital information in the current edition of
the Guide to Advancement (BSA publication 33088).Important excerpts from that publication can be downloaded from

http://usscouts.org/advance/docs/GTA-Excerpts-meritbadges.pdf.

You can download a complete copy of the Guide to Advancement from http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf.
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